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Insecticide-Rodenticide Branch
Registration Division (TS-767C)

By letter dated June 1, 1987, Stauffer Chemical Company, regis-
trant of IMIDAN® (phosmet, active ingredient), has indicated that
they no longer desire to maintain the registrations for the use
of products containing phosmet on corn and potatoes.

Therefore,

Stauffer indicates that uses on these crops will be

deleted from the IMIDAN® 50-WP (EPA Reg. No. 476-1917, corn and
potatoes) and IMIDAN® 70-WP (EPA Reg. No. 476-2158, potatoes)
labels at reregistration.

Sstauffer further states that:

"The Phosmet Reregistration Standard Guidance Document
requested that metabolism studies on a tree fruit, pota-
toes and corn be conducted. 1In light of the above, the
requirement to conduct metabolism studies in potatoes



and corn is no longer applicable. However, since we
will retain the tree crop registrations, the tree crop
(cherry) metabolism study will be conducted and has
indeed been scheduled for initiation in the second
quarter of 1987. We believe that the cotton metabo-
lism data (MRID 112312) will support the continued
registration of phosmet for use on cotton and other
field crops (peas and alfalfa).

"The Phosmet Reregistration Standard Guidance Document
also outlines additional magnitude of residue data
requirements for both potatoes (field residue stud-
ies, processing study) and corn (processing study).
However, as with the metabolism studies, the require-
ment to conduct the corn and potato residue studies
is no longer applicable.

"In summary, since phosmet registrations on corn and
potatoes will be cancelled, the Reregistration Stan-
dard metabolism and residue data requirements are no
longer applicable. The existing cotton metabolism
data and scheduled tree crop metabolism study will be
adequate to support the continued registration of all
other phosmet agricultural uses."

Background

The Residue Chemistry science support Chapter (dated 3/26/86) to
the Phosmet Registration Standard contains the following state-
ments relevant to this review:

"The metabolism of phosmet in plants is not adequately
understood due to the lack of sufficient data. The
following data are required:

"o The uptake, distribution, and metabolism of
l4c-carbonyl or ring-labeled phosmet in repre-
sentative mature crops, preferably [emphasis
added] an orchard tree fruit, potatoes, and
corn (grain and forage) following foliar ap-
plications. The identities and quantities of
residues in or on mature plant parts must be
determined in order to elucidate the terminal
residues. Residue identities must be confirmed
by a method such as GC, HPLC and/or mass spec-
trometry. Data must also be presented that
reflect the extraction efficiency of the sol-
vent(s) used to remove residues following ap-
plication of phosmet to living plants.




"Note: Representative samples from the above-
described tests must also be-analyzed by ac-—
cepted enforcement methods to ascertain that
these methods are capable of determining all
metabolites of concern." [page 2]

* * *

"We conclude that the available plant metabolism data

are not adequate because: (i) metabolites of phosmet
have not been completely quantified or identified, (ii)
metabolism studies exist for only one crop (cotton), and
(iii) no data regarding the efficiency of extraction of
l4c-residues from crops bearing weathered residues were
submitted. Therefore, additional data must be submitted
which delineate the metabolism of phosmet and its meta-
bolites in three [emphasis added] representative mature
crops.”"” [page 4]

* * *

"The nature of the residues in plants has not been ade-
quately elucidated for the following reasons: (i) the
relative proportions of those terminal residues that
have been identified have not been determined, and (ii)
the metabolism of phosmet has been only partially exam-
ined in one crop (cotton) [emphasis added]."™ [page 8]

Discussion

Stauffer indicates that they no longer intend to support the
registration of products containing phosmet on corn and potatoes.
On that basis, we concur that the requirements to conduct phosmet
metabolism and residue studies in potatoes and corn are no longer
applicable to Stauffer.

RD should notify the other end-product formulators of phosmet of
Stauffer's decision not to support the continued registration of
phosmet-containing products on corn and potatoes.

Those formulators will need either to delete the uses on corn and
potatoes from their labels, or to supply the residue data on corn
and potatoes required by the Phosmet Registration Standard.

The Residue Chemistry science support Chapter clearly indicates
that ".,..additional data must be submitted which delineate the
metabolism of phosmet and its metabolites in three representative
mature crops." [Page 4]

Thus, in addition to the tree crop (cherry) metabolism study which
Stauffer indicates they intend to conduct, metabolism studies will
also be needed on two other representative [mature] crops.




After examining a list of the remaining crops for which phosmet
tolerances are established [40 CFR 180.261], we suggest alfalfa
[non-grass animal feed crop group] and grapes [small fruits and
berries crop group] as the crops of choice.

Conclusions

1. Since Stauffer indicates they no longer desire to maintain
the registrations for the use of Stauffer products containing
phosmet on corn and potatoes, the requirements of the Phosmet
Registration Standard to conduct corn and potato metabolism
and residue studies are no longer applicable to Stauffer.

2. Stauffer should be advised that phosmet metabolism studies
on three representative mature crops are still required by
the Phosmet Registration Standard. These should consist of
an orchard tree fruit (Stauffer indicates a cherry metabolism
study is to be conducted) and crops from two other crop groups.
Based on the remaining crops with phosmet tolerances [40 CFR
180.261], we consider alfalfa [non-grass animal feed crop
group] and grapes [small fruits and berries crop group] to be
the crops of choice.

3. RD should notify other end-product formulators of phosmet of
Stauffer's decision not to support the continued registration
of phosmet-containing products on corn and potatoes, and of the
need either to delete uses on corn and potatoes, or to supply
the residue data required on these crops by the Phosmet Regis-
tration Standard.

4, RD should ensure that the uses on corn and potatoes are deleted
from all applicable labels of phosmet-containing products at the
time of reregistration.

Recommendations

The PM should notify Stauffer Chemical Co. of Conclusions 1 and 2.

The PM should notify other end-product formulators of phosmet prod-
ucts of Conclusion 3.

The PM should note Conclusion 4 for appropriate RD action.
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